APPROVED Louisiana Women’s Policy & Research Commission Minutes
Tuesday, March 18, 2014
12:00 – 1:30 pm

Meeting location Governor's Press Room, State Capitol Building, 4th Floor.

I. 
Meeting Called To Order 
Laura Badeaux called the meeting to order at 12:05 pm
II. Roll Call & Introductions
Members Present


Laura M. Badeaux, Chair

Rep. Regina Ashford Barrow
Tonya Bolden-Ball

Nancy Beben
Martha Bryant, Vice Chair

Pamela Egan

Cordelia Heaney, Secretary
Stephanie LeGrange

Sue McNabb

Claudeidra Minor, Parliamentarian
Kathleen Mix
Christie Smith
Rep. Patricia Haynes Smith

Rep. Karen Gaudet St. Germain
Elizabeth Dent Sumrall
Members Absent

Rep. Simone B. Champagne
Alexis Ducorbier

Racheal Hebert

Melissa Horton
Conshonda M. Houston-Dotie 
Michelle A. Massé 
Stafford Palmieri
Lauren Wingo
This meeting was a joint meeting with the Louisiana Legislative Women’s Caucus. 

I. III. 
Welcome & Introductions
a) Louisiana Women’s Policy and Research Commission – Laura Badeaux, Chair

b) Louisiana Legislative Women’s Caucus – Representative Karen St. Germain, District 60, Chairwoman 

II. Information on Current Louisiana Nurse Practitioner Policies

a) Louisiana State Board of Nursing – Dr. Karen Lyon, Executive Director.
· Discussed how they certify nurse practitioners

· Some medical practices like physical assessments, can be done by nurses as well as doctors.

· Different states have different policies regarding nurse practitioner oversight by physicians
b) Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners – Dr. Cecilia Mouton, Executive Director. 
· Discussed the challenges women face balancing family lives and being doctors.
· There are many more female doctors than there were 30 years ago.

· Nurse practitioners are part of the way we as a state provide medical care.

· Their board feels that nurse practitioners should be able to prescribe medicines.
III. Support for Granting Full Autonomy to Nurse Practitioners

a) American Association of Nurse Practitioners – Sophia Thomas, NP
· Discussed the history of nurse practitioners, that they started in Colorado 80 years ago by a physician to help provide care in a shortage.

· Nurse practitioners provide “healthcare,” not “medicine;” their focus is prevention and early intervention

b) American Association of Retired Persons Louisiana – Denise Bottcher, Communications Director
· Consumers should have access to healthcare where and when they need it.
· Demand for healthcare is increasing, and we don’t have enough primary care physicians to meet demand; especially difficult to access care in rural areas.

· Nurse practitioners are the bet option to increase access.

c) State Legislature – Representative Regina Barrow, District 29
· We want to achieve the best service and care for all and work to make everyone happy.

· No legislation at this point, trying to work together.

d) Louisiana Association of Nurse Practitioners – Lisa C. Bayhi, LANP Vice-President and Health Policy Chair
· Discussed the history of the collaborative practice agreement; removing the collaborative practice agreement requirement would not increase the scope of what nurse practitioners are permitted to do.

· The collaborative practice agreement’s paperwork and administration is cumbersome.
IV. Opposition for granting Full Autonomy to Nurse Practitioners

a) Louisiana Academy of Family Physicians – Dr. Tarisha Mixon
· Discussed the demographics of family medical physicians; the majority are female

· Discussed her own positive experiences being a female physician, and the necessity for physician-level training for many procedures. 

b) Louisiana Academy of Family Physicians – Dr. Jim Taylor

· Discussed the challenges in finding a compromise between the wishes of physician and nurse practitioners regarding the collaborative practice agreement.
· Doctors work with well patients as well as ill ones, and practice preventative medicine. 

V. Public Comment

VI. Adjourn

Meeting adjourned at 1:40 pm
